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A STUDY OF ERGLESH LaMGUAGE TEACHING IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN JOMBEARNG
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UNIVERSITAS HASY M AZY AR TEBUIRENG JOMBANG
herwianas Byahoo.com

Abstroct

Since the changing of Currlcilum 2006 ta Cumicilum 2013, many Elamentary schools
da not teach Englih tothe Elementary students, The government dd not recommend
o teach English in Elementary school because this s not geod For their language
development. While, some schaols still teach English a8 a iocal content subject ar as
an extra-curricular because many weachars and parents mostly bebeyve that English s
important for students’ futere, The purpose of this stedy I3 to find out how the
Flementary teachers 1@ach English to Elementary students. The data was taken from
11 Elementary schaals in lombang incheding pravate and public schools, Basad an the
findings mostly the teachers teach about grammar and transtation which s ok
appropriate for young learners, They rarely use games, songs or another teaching
method. The gowernment shauld think abowt this phenomenon. Government showld
glwe training or workshop how to teach English ideally for Elementary students, and
make policy abowt the Cummsgulum. Whereas, the soolety in the city have a great
demand that English has o be faught to ther children

keypwords; English language teaching, Blementary school, English for young learners

Frogiding SNE 2018
FRANC 231~

L INTRODUCTION

The Decres of Minister of Education
anid {ulture Numbaer £14 of 3013 stated that
Englich could be taught in elementary school
at & logal conbenmt subject or an extra-
currcular mot compulsary subjece, In 2113
the gowernment mado mow policy, thoy
changed the Curriculum 2006 to Cwrriculum
2013 arat stated that the teaching of English
for waung | earners is not good. Especially for
teacher in the remate area or suburb, they
do not hawe enough competence which can
give pad affect 1o stedants (Musliar Kasim
cited in Afifah: 2012). But, today some
eernentary schaols still comduect 1o teach
English as an extra-curficular ac  local
content subject.

AE the same time, there was a
cantroversis jssue, most of Deachsrs and
parents want thesr children o study Emplich.

This isswe was a debating topic among the
educators and parents, In consideration of
global era, all parents want the children to
learn English refated to global market.
Indonesla  started  ASEAN  Economic
Community [AEC] at the late 20151 opens
free market and kil labor from cverseas in
Indonesia.

Chodijah (2012} sasd  that the
teaching of English in slementary school has
rat been done correctly and the teacher has
rat been prepared yet. The teachers are nat
garjgushy  rainad o teach  English  Tor
glementary  students.  Therefore, the
teaching of English in elemantary school is
mispuided. The teachers are stuck 1o use the
baok from the publisher. Additionally,
Chaodijah {2012 thought that English
lanpuage '['E'Bl:l'lir'lg for elementary schools
had nof been Implemented well. The
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toaching and learning activitias in the
claseroom uses material in the textbook and
it I not suliable with the standard
reqquirements for English learning,

Im fact, some of Englsh Eeachers
teach  grammar  and  translatlen In
elementary  school. 18 makes  students®
{frustration because it is nob suitshle for
students at younger age. Suyanio {2004:4)
stated that If elermentary school learners
staried to learn English at the third or fourth
grade, they are in the caoncrete aperatianal
stage, therefore they need many variation of
dlustrations, model, pichires and others
activities. Phillips (1503:68) stated that
children are faster to learn words but slower
to learm grammar. This condition reflects
that English teachar at slementary school da
nat know how ta teach young learners.
Unfartunately, the problem in Indomes:a
arises when thers is transition at primarg
scthool to secondary school because teacher
o not given with special training to teach
English for young learner (Enever ) & Moon,
FOL0:3) Therefore, rescarcher wants o
abzerve how the teaching of English is
conducted in elementary schoal.

Il REVAEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Préevious study

Shinde, &.BE Earekami, T.K (201F)
entitded “Pre-Service Teachers” Beliefs about
Teathing English 10 Primany School Chilkdnen™
conducted reseanch in indla, The subject is 100
prp=service English teacher, They beleun that
teachers' guality will affect the learning
autcodmes, The result showed that almast 2l of
the particlpanis want training relaied kow 1o
make the lesson effective and relevant in
¢lassrooms 1o teach the primary students.

Secard previous stedy entithed “The
Competence  of Primary  School  English
Teachers in Indenesia “by Asyrmyanti ctal.
12013} the. sample were taken In South
Sulawesi, it showed that English teachers”
campetence  at primary. lewel  needs
mmpravernent.

Sudrajat (A5 conducted  reseanch
entitied “Sbuedi Tentang Pelaksanaan
Pengajaran  Bzhasa Inggris di 50 Kata

7

Tenggarong™ It described  ahout  Englich
teachers' competende in solecting, developing,
desgning materlats, teaching and learning
process, using megia and earning sources,
evalging ard making test in elernentary
schoal was pogr,

Curriculum 2013

The wecree of the Minister of
Educatlon and Culture Mumber 514 of 2013
about the implementation of Curriculum stated
that the teaching of Englsh in elementary
school could be wmught as a ocal content
subjpct  or as  an exfrecurricular The
gowoarnment then gves this palicy 1o the schoal
to choase whether they want to teach English
ar not.  Since Curriculum 20046 (KTSF} 1o
Curriculum 2013 {K13) English is never be as a
compulsary subject

While, the school wnder the
maragement of Minstry of slamic Beligion hag
to teach English at the elementary school 25 2
compulsory local cartent subjed hor grade 1 to
grade &

Teaching English for Young Learner

Teaching adull and teaching chidren is
different. Thare are fase categories that Can
help to give somme practcal approsches 1o
teach voung learmes {Brown, 2007 102- 104}

1. Intelectual development
Children do not understarsd absfract
words, They understand of conorere words
That iz why teacher hawe to conssder their
limitatiors, Teacher should follow come mules
belics for teachdmg children &n the classroom:;
= [Oon't explain grammar using  “present
progressive’” or “relatiee clause”
* Do noluse abseract fule such as using "Do®
or “Does® to make question,
®  Esplain the certsin patterrs and exanplas
clearly when using grarmimai.
& Lge mare repetition for mare difficuls
conEpts o pattems,

Z. Atlention span
Childrem have thort attention Spans
than adult. 1@ means that they give more
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attention  to  somothing  Interesting  like
watching favourite cartoon whereas they ondy
give shri attention to something  difficult,
baring and uninteresting. Therefore, teacher
sheuld know o to make interesting and fun
taachirg method There are some peints to
make tha class laely and fun:

« Thay focus on here and now, o the
scliwities  showld catch  theirr  interast
anmediately.

s The teaching-dearning activities need a
wariety in order not to make them gel
bored,

e A oyourg leamer teacher should be acihe
and keep spirit in the class because hisfher
angrgy will afiect to the children,

» A sense of humour i pood to make the
class alive.

e Thay have a o of natwal curiosoy
Teacher has to malntain attention and
focus,

1. Zarsary input

The classroom activities when teaching
children have to Inchade all of free senses, there
are:

s Use the lesson with physical activities :uch
&y rode play, pames, ar Total Physicsl
Ragpomse sCThitias,

*  Make @ small growp and projects to help
children to learn words, grammar and
meazningful language

«  Use all elerments of medla in teaching-
lgarning process, such as smel the flowers,
Touch amimal, taste the 1ood, watch TV or
HSTETNE TUsiC,

v Children will always pey  atkention and
foliowe rhe eacher gastures  and Doy
larguage. It is impaortant for teacher to
natice af hisfher nanverbel languages.

4. Affective factors
The children hawe high egos. It can
make a gap amang their friends in leaming.
Therefore, teacher should nesd o overcome
this situation as bellow:
= Help the students to lawgh with their
frionds.
«  Ba patient ard supporibe 10 galn self-
confidence,

= Elict as much oral partiopation as possible
from siudents, especially far non-active
students [0 @ive Them Spporiunities 1o Ly,

5. Awthentic, meaningfd Banguage.

Elementary school teachers shoukd wme
auhentic media im the class activities. All The
toplcs and materials should be contestual
becsme the children are more intesesting sred
cagar o learn if they  previowsly  know
evenything in the daly life, Real |Fe situation is
a comrete thing to be leamt. Therefore,
teacher should have been exparienced o teach
slementary  studenis  and  experiment 1o
develop Interesting activities,

Teacher's Competence

Based on the statement of Indonesian
regulation rumber 14, 2005 staced that
teacher Is @ professional educator who has the
maln task to educate, teach, pulde, give
drection, fradn, 1o pive assesement,  ard
evaluate students in early chilthood education,
formal  edecation,  basic  education,  ard
secondary education

Competence 15 a  description of
samenne’s quaification:, both guaitative ard
guantitative to do his profession based an his
edication In a responsibhe and professional
marmner (Bahlan, 2017}

Teacher's competenco. B wery
important in eduaton They must have good
competence in deing hisfher job a5 a teacher.
Becawse the relation betwesn competenoe ard
successful tesching and learning is sgnificant.
The better the competence they have the
better the quality af education they made

IN. RESEARCH METHOD

This study wsed gualitative method
The ressancher wsed cbservation and inbarsues
on collecting the data, The data was gresenked
dascriptively. Then the researcher described
and concluded the results based on the firding.

This study wsed survey research to find
it how the teaching of English was conducted
in  elemenrtary school. Based on Latial
|2007:124] survay research is uswally usad 1o
describe views, behawviours, preferences, ard
perceptions of sssearch subject. Thefelore, the
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matrument af collecting data of this study uied
oseration and intendew

setting and subjects of the study

The subject of this study was 11 private
amidl public elementary schools In Jembang,
tast lava. There are seven schoals whedh ane
beyied in the camter of the tosen and five
schools are bocated In the suburb, Thay are
SDM Jombang 2 50N jombang 3, MM Kasman
1, 50N Kwaron 2, SDM Cukir 1, SDE Petra, 50K
‘Wijana, 5D Plus Carul Wom, S0IT &1 Ummah,
0 sabillah, M1 Perguran Muslimat Cukir,

IV, FINDINGS AND DS OUSS 08NS
Teachers' Education Background

Based on the interview that was
canducted in elewen elementary schools it was
faund that 3 gut of 11 English teachers in
elementary schools did not graduate from
English language department. They are fraom
Intermational Relation {Hl}, teadier education
at lamic elementary achool (PG, and
toscher edumbton A  elementary  schood
PGSO

Mast them had been teaching English
before for 1wy 10 vears. Some of them also
nad experenced in teaching Erglish at the
courses, Only pne person stll pew i teaching
Emplish. Thos teachsr is t=aching in private
alementany schaol for aboudt 6 manths,

Mdast of them had taken private English
courses, But they took courses for general
Enplich, They mever Tollowsd @raining  ar
workshop about teaching English for young
tparner, Additionally, Englsh teachers belicwe
argd agree that they should be glven a training
o WA shop about Enghsh for YouUng |eamer,

The Emglish teachers’ qualty In
glementary schood showed that they had pood
ediscation  backpround.  Most of  them
gradiated from Bachelor degree of English
languape education While, there were only 3
teachers who did not have English education
depres,

Teachars' Competence in Teaching English
Observation data showed that the
teacher amupally  opened  the lesson with

greating in Englich. But thay npwer ued warm
up, Only pne teacher used warm 1 inopening
the class, The ieacher also .ed the target
larguage. Warm up is wsad b0 get shedonts
stimulated, relaxed, motivated, attentive, or
otherwise engaged and ready for the lesson for
example song, mimes, jokes, danoe, and play.
{ Brown, 2007 185}

Whien the researcher asked aboist thae
technique in teaching English. mMosily the
teacher wmed teaching technigee such as song,
role play, games, real teaching, have tun,
lectwing, question -ansser, repetition, drill and
TP it seems like spome teachers did oot
understand what kind of teaching technique is.

On  the contrary, based o0 the
observabion in the field, i showed that the
toacher wusuwally wsed lechurer,  repetition,
drilling and guestion-answer technigue. They
never used TPR (Total Physical Resporoe)
technique or used bady language o eaplain the
meaning of the words.

fidditionally, based on the inbernewed
from the students” answer, the teachers ranely
used swch song, games and media. The
teachers aften uied the textbook and followed
the material on it Mo mamer whether the
material usad absiract worabuilany of concrete
vocabulary, They blingly used the book Trom
the publisher. They did not follow the geide ar
rhe currculiam,

Marecver, the teachers dig not know
what concrete or abstract wocabulary is. When
they were asked about the wocabidary thar
they taught to the learmer, they asked what the
meaning of abstract and concrete vocabulary is
and some of them gave ambigwous answer,

while ather schoois, there waere 4
prasate schook made ther own syllabus arad
the book ard distributed 1t 1o be wied n their
schaal community. The marenial was hasad an
their own  decision, the objective of the
syllabus was to lmprove the vocabulary so they
emphasiie an vorabulary

In the process of teschirg and learning
at the classropm the teachers sald that they
coukd contrgd the dass. But based on the
obsarvatson showed that those who condd
contred the class, b consisted of small stuadents,
While those who hawe big rumber of students
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In ane class cowld not contral the dass. The
sHuderits Were nosy,

‘When the observation was done in the
class the weachess tasght abow grammatical
sentences,  translation  and  the  witing
sentencos that made the students confused
addtianally, fewer schools taught about the
wocabulary.

Teachers' ability to teach was guite
geod they used many varation of teacheng
tochnique but this condition only happened
based on the material. They mastly followed
the material in the book, Therefore, the used
of technique mostly the same ke lecturing,
guaskion-answer.

The podagogic competence of the
English teacher in elementary school was not
really good They just knew few Eypes of
teaching technique. They siill need to learmn
more shout the types of teaching technigue

Media B the Learning Socurces

The teachers also uzed media swch a3
LD, picture, flash card, and laptop, When the
toacher was asked about the media that they
used in teaching English, they said it depended
on the material. IF it needed additional media,
they waould use & On the contrary, |t the
material did not need media they anly wsed
tuxt baak.

Bazed on the finding, 4 out of 11
schopls used thelr own book, They made the
syllabnes anad wrote the book. While others used
book from the pubdisher such s Edangga,
fokus, Engish for children, The boak from the
publishes are black and white or without colour
ardl had low guadity peper, Whereas, only twp
schowls used codourful book ard had high
guality pager,

It was ngk stated on what standard g0
criteria to choose English book Whether they
wied good book or low qualty book, both
showed that the material on that book had
many grammatical sentences.

From the data abowe, it showed that
the teachers were able and could use many
varlaton of media for teaching English even
thaugh they rarely used it.

Evaluation & Assessment

Toachers’ competence in making
assessment and evaluation showed that they
already knoem hiow 1o make the test generally,
expept 1 teacher who graduated from nome
education faculty, Related 1o the twpes of
assessment, they only used multiple choke,
wsay and oral test. Unfortunataly, they did not
knaw that there e many varation of test
that could be used, The sample of tesi that
they wse could be seen as folows;

From the sample abaue, it can be ssen
that the teacher gave translation and grammar
rules. It happend in elementary schonl, Those

kinds of test should apt he glven &0 the
elementary stuedents.

W COMCLUSION

The Engigh teachem'  educabion
backpround in elementary school in fombang is
good but they nesd ta lestn more about byoes
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of temching technique and how to make pood
assesiment for young learner, They also used
mamy wariations of media even though wery
arg

This reality showed that the teachers
wsed and followed the materiad from the book
publisher, They are misguiced and do ot knaw
whother the materizl is approgriste for the
elementary school or not This conditkoen is the
same with Chadijah (H012) statement that the
teaching of English at the slementary schood
was not dora carrectly, they only followed the
Boek from the publisher,

Based an ths mesearch result, the
government hopefully aware to give training
for English teachers at clementary scheal,
Since English has been tasght i elementany
school, there & no attenton from  the
government to give training or additional
enowledge aboul how to tesch young learner
wdaally. Mameowver, most society s2d] think that
Englich should be taught in elementary school.
They meed ta learmn English for their better
future, Therefore, the government has fo make
the syllabus or guide about teaching English in
=lementary schacl.
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