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Abstract, This study 15 try o find ol the stwlents” attitwde fowands
English bmngeage leaming m Jembang elementary schoals. Attitwde is
ome of the factors that mifuenee the language acquisiion. The sody
nsed gualitative research methodobogy, The data were gatheresd by
usmg questiommaire, The firdings showed that mast of the students
have positbee dithede wwvards English, Bual, there §soa (oding that
showed the students” competence in leaming English &= poor. Posibive
attituwde did not influence their competence in wegquiring Enghish. Some
suggestions for govemment to make a guide or cawicalum of English
teaching —learming in elementary school. So that the teachers know
how to teach English for voung kamer appropristely,

L Introductlon

Foragn language wachizg bas boa done al elementary school in ndesesia
simee currigulum 1994, As the effect of modern era, it is started] from elementary
school and time to fime it is alse taught in kKindergarton, People believe that English
1= 0 tmportant ngge that should be acquired . They also think: that ability o speak
English has very significant rok: to make a better lifie, It was the local government
porhicy to teach English in elementary school, They thought that thes subpect was very
importand for students” fubere.  Firstly, it was tauehd only st grade dih, 5th and Hh,
Then & was mught froen grade D5t o Gth, Mow, since the government changed the
currigulum to cwrricufum 2003 not ofl ebemantary schoods have English, Because the
gevermment sakl that feaching Englesh for children is mod good for their lenguogs
development. Moresver, Chodijak {3012} sand that English in dementary school was
developed as one of the local content subject in 199 with the govemmend mle o
tench ot grode dth w 8th but it was ignored. they tought Enghsh stadted from grode
Ist while in thi stzpe the children still have 1o leam and speak Indoresian comectly.
The childrens cognitive ability does not ready to leam foreign language.,

In cwrngulum 2003, the Minster of Edwcation stated tht English o be
faught in elementary school but only as an extr-curriculor, The povernment wants
it children o leam Indonesion as their national langospe, Bohesa Indopesia i a
compulsory subject und a5 their natican] identity. Based oo the Minister statement
above, some schools do nod teach Enghsh. Addibonally, the government do not
proffhit the school to teach English. They still albow English to be taught in
ctementary schoal. [t depends on the school policy whether they want tie anplement
it or mok. Then, 11 began with controversy wmong the school teachers aml parents,
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They still want their chikiren @ leam English Therefore, soveral schaools in the city
especially privide schools still teach English s an extra-curricular but some schools
umcker the ruke of Minstry of Eeme Religion ztll tesch English as a compulsory
lescal content subjeet from grade 1st w Gth. While the pubdic schools wmder the
Ministry of Educaton and Culture who stall dcach Erglish as an extra-curncudar
subject only teach grade 4th 1o 61h and sone only for grade oth.

Even thongh the gov ermmend said it was not good w each English w the
children, many scheoks siill teach it, Whergos, there 0 many parenis and students
who compluing about the teaching of Englich in elementory school. They soad the
lessom 1= ditfcult and noé sudable for thewr children, Elementury English feacher
teactes about grammar and translation which is not suitable for voung leamer. This
conditioh make the students feel frsimted e kam English Young learnerss’
imtellectial development stll in concrete operational stages which means they are not
able to kearn abstract roles. In the process of teaching wnd leaming there are also
s povints b be consider one of them is attinede, Teachers have o keow their
sludcnts’ attiiude due to the suceess ful tcaching and kaming.

There wre some fetors thal coninbuting the succeed m second Bunguage
acsgnisttion, Momvation, ottiude, sge imtellpence, aptitude, copmtoee stvle and
personality are the factors that affect in accond Fanguage sequisition (Klasinah,
2014} Aditude is one of the important factors determining o the sweeess of languape
learning. Attitude definition based on the oxford dictionary is the way that vou
behuve toward someons or somethmg thid shows how you think and feel, Students”
behave toward the languoage leamning can give the impact of their lanoespe
aciiisiton. As Lightsswn & Spada (2006, poe3) sakd that if the sosbents leve
psitive atitedes towands the speakers of the languege, they will desire more condact
with them. It mcans that the students will be more atiracted 1o leam the language if
they are inferested with the targed Tapguage. This posgitive atitude related w the warget
languaze will bnng the metreation 1o the stilents to leam the arpet fonszuaps
enthusipstically,

According to Ellis (1985, p.262 cited in Khasinalk, 20014} stated that sitinde 15
sets of belefs about factors as the language culture, ther own cultere, and clasqroom
leprming, lenchers and learnmge task they have, The stwtement explioins that the
attiiude is nod ooly abour the language culiure but akso abont te classtomm Bearming,
the teachers wha tenach the language and kinds of the task of Bngusse lenming that
given 1o lhe students. The attinmle m kmrming the linguage can be posibve or
negiive, Positive langeize teaching- learming can prve posstive attiiode 0 the
students while negative classroom language learning can give mogative effect,
Therefore, the language teaching and leaming should be positive becanse it can make
positive pimosphery in the classropm, moreover it makes the studends’ attitude o
learn language become posifive, The more positive attitde students" hive the marg
concernegd they leam the languape while the moere negiive attitude studems" have
the mare aputhetse they bearn the language. (Gandner & Lambert 1972 coted in Al
Sokhs = al, 2008, pol).

L Literature Review
Many rescarchers had boon studicd attitude toward language lcarning. It is
belwved that attimde give influence W the impagt of tweaching ond leorning. In
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education feld attinede plays a key mole in admitting or refusing something (Prmadi,
p2b There are some previous studies thal concemed about aititude m Eanguaps
learming.

Al-Sobhi et al (2008} entitled “Arab ESL Secondary School Students”

Arttude Toward English Spelling ard Weiting™ sasd that leamer's attinede is
considered a key metivationa! compenent and an inmporcan nenlinguiste facoor that
inffeerces  second-longuage leaming, His resenrch findings indicoted thor the
gtudents’ attitwde foward the secinl w=e of English is the highest, There is a
significan |'|1|:-;i1i'|.'r.- relmionship berween the stidents’ pitrde toward spelling andd
writing (]
Maurss (2013} condweted research “Mtinude Towards Learning English: The
Case of the UAE Technalogical High Schioal™, His research was to sdentify applicd
technodogy  high school students” attiudes towards fearming English amd to
invesligate whether the students” attitude i affected by the teacher's nativity. The
findings showesd that the vist majority of stodents had positive attitudes osards
English leammyg and the techer’s nativity {natve amd nom- mative speaker of
English} did nat influence studens" pasitive onentatsn toward English,

Kiziltan & Atli (000 30 conducted rescorch entitbed “Turkish Young Languige
Leamers’ Atitudes Towards English”. The findings of the stwdy have revealed that
the pupils seem o have developed pesitbee attitudes towards English language skillg
and suh skilks, materinls, the covrse boek, and actvities,

Alkaf (2013} his stwdy “Studenis” Atrudes and  Perceptions Towards
Leaming Englsh”. He wanted to fisd ot the stodents” opmion of English lanzespe
bsstinwte In King Abchilaziz University reganding (e impomance of Erglish, whether
thay think it is difficult or not, sd where the difficalty liss. The study showed that
maat shwdents hevee a positive towards leaming English and that they iy to inproyve
their English and o use the language even though thees area It of demands oo their
time and few opportunities fo practce thar Enghish,

Ahmed, 5, (2005} stodied “Atfitudes Towarnds Engleh Language Learning
Aumong EFL Learners at UMSKAL". This study was to investigaie the aftitwdes of
the leamers towards the wse of English in different arcas; the causes that may hee
influenced the efect of English karning for stodents and the perspectives of English
lewrning omorg non-major English learners o Malaysia, Resubts of the gqualitative
analysis show that the aditade towards English language lepming and wsing the
langumge 0 vamows domains of wsage 5 exremely positive, The data also revesibed
that mest of the students hod nepative feedmgs or fesr regarding classroom
instructions in their kaming cxperience. Sudents of differert ficlds varicd in
attitudes ivwards English language leaming in terms of domains of usage and focus
of learning skilks, which shows that o =single cumiculum or teoching methodology 1s
ik i edquad e,

Primadi et al (2004) entitled “Students™ Attilude Toward English, Longuaps
Leaming, and English Nateve Speaker”. The study mvestigated siudents” attibude
toward Englich, Bingusge leaming, and English native speaker apd fuctors affectng
the attitudes. The findings showed that studenis” positive attitide may be aused by
their maotivation (instrumental and integrative).

The differences between the previous study and this study are the subjects are
rumdomly selected from gade 4™ and prade Sth from four public elementary schools
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where English as an extra-curricular, not as a compulsory subject and the feachers
never have o workskop or trainmg of Esglish for voung leamer, Furthermaore, there is
ey curmieulum or guide of Enghish languagre teachmyg m elementary school,

The Signilicance of Learaing Attitude

Adtitude has besn known of ane of the factors affecting language acquisition,
Based on Noursi {2003, p.22)3 there are some importance of learning attitode:

17 An imvestigation into students" attitudes is an effective method by which
lumguage teachers, edueation planmers, syBobus desipners and researchers can
ohtain greater understanding into the language weaching and leaming.

2y smdents have different needs, peeferences, beliets, learming styles. wnd
cdiecatonal backgrousds, and mpesiton w change upon these factom can
Fead to negative resctions

3y Students have views on the learning process and can articulate them.

Smee Englich Bnguage teschng in damentary school has pet hod  any
curriculum desipn and has not been done correcthy, it affects to the students’ atitusde
and give negative behave of langusge teaching and leammg, That's why this study
focas on the students” attitude toward Esglish regarding to mmgpmove the teasching
methed and alzo o develop the English curnicelum in clementary school,

The stadents” wtiude fowards English iz not only infleenced by the students
s an individual lenrner but alse from the acedemic aspect for example the teacher,
the focilities and ele. Therefore, the objective of this stedy is not anly wants (o
ivestignde the attitude of the students ab elementary school teward English but alsa
inchubing stubends” oititucde from the teacher aspect, media, tfeschmge methad,
meaterial, gedia used in teaching and the competence.

i Ml ethmds

This study was using descripiive. gualisative resesrch. methodology, The
imstrimments te take the dita wos eheervation snd questionnsire sheet,

The smple wis taken from four schooks which are public sclwsols under the
management of Minisicy of Education and Culbere, They are 5D Aombane 2 and
SO Jombang 3 which are located in the city of Jombang, and SDN Kwaron 2 and
SDM Cukir | which are located in the village. This schools were chosen as a
representative of elernentary schaols in the city and village. In this sehool English is
taught as an Extro-curricular, The respondents are 24 students from grade 47 and 5%

Technigue of collecting data was foken by the guesionname shest which
consist of 33 questkns. The data were presented descriptively. Then it was describsod
and comeluded the results based on the sub-varialle.

The datis that guthered by questionnuire were analveesd quanuotively, Then 1
was peregniage by counting the froquency of appearance of “yes™ and “no”™, Adfter the
computation, the resuks of cach questionnaire in the fonm of the percentage are
inderpreted on the basis of the following crieria;
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Soore (%) Criteria
Bila - 1D Viery goomd
TEL, - BN ool
G5 - Tt Far

555 - 5% P
=54% Yery poor

4, Finding and Discussion

Buased on the guestionnaire sheet, 0 was knewn whether the sudents give
psitive o negative response woward English and ic can be seen how they response at
e pracess of leaching amd Il:.:.rnmg aclvi Ly i the classroom.

Students” Attitude Towards English

The first warmble iz about students’ ptitode fovwand the subject, English, The
guestion is about student’s mierest- m English, Mostly students stated that they wers
interested in English. They were 22 stdents who answened “ves™ and only 2 students
answered “nn”, There were 91.6% who interested in leaming Englishe There were
B3% students stated thae they Felt more active in questioning and answering when
they were leammge English, Although English iz ther foreign language but this
subject did not make them difficult or shy i giving question and snsacer the lesson,
Most of studenis were happy when beaming English. From the da@ 8@ can be
concluded 87.5% chidents sael happy, 83 % shudents sond they were not happoy, and
445 students did nof answer whether they were happy or nol. Furthermaors, 87, 3%
students felt that they had self confidence in learning English.

This variable conzst of 4 sub-vansbles thot mbicate podtive feeling abaut
Enghsh @ a subpect. Most of the stdents had a great feeling abow i1 5ot can be
conchuled that Englizsh iz not unimteresting subject, English is not a dendly subject
Hke MBdach, Ebementary students (e w learm Englsh,

Students Attitude Towards the Process of Tenching and Learning English
Teacher performanece

The second varable & about the teacher perfoemance in teaching English,
The students said 62.5% the feachers” vore was oot bl enough, while 3315
studends the voice was enouph to hear when teaching Englash,

Mext sub-variahle is about teacher™s competence in teachimg English. All
Ly stlenis stated thar their teacher was able and masier o explain the lesson
clearly when teaching Enplish

From the teschers” attitude in eaching Englsh 67% students said the 1echer
wsed humor or jeke in teaching English while 33% audens =aid the teacher did not
e joke, Furthermore, 93.8% stodents =aid that thesr teacher were patient when
fepching Enghish. And the teacher also showed o pood persenality in the closs, it
coulbd be seen that 91.6% sudents said “wed” and 8% students did nod give answer.

From these three sub-variabbes, mostly students gave positive apswer. It can
ber inferred that the feachers” performance when teaching Evglish 15 gquite good.
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Teaching method

Thiz third varable = about the teaching method. This vanoble shows how the
teachor teaches English in the class. The fimt sub-variable is abowt the teaching
technigwe, %% stedents said the teacher uwsed good amd creative fechmigue in
teaching English. While, 21% studenis said their eacher did not use gond technique.
Addditionally, T5% sudents snid the wacher used real life activity in giving exaonple,
The secend sub-variable &= whether the teacher uwsed English, From the dota 38%
stuclents soid the teacher vsed Enalish when expliining the lessom, S8%, students saud
the tieacher dul not speak Enghish, while 4% students did noi answer

The third sub-variable whether the teacher used media in teaching English,
There were 62.5% students said their teacher used media in teaching English, While,
41 4% students said their eacher did not wse media in teaching English, In the
variasble of teachers” performance. They stotad that 21 6% were sahsfied when the
eacher eapluined the lesson And 958% students =aid the teacher explained the
lessom choarly and cxactly, When cxplaining vocabulary, 53% studenis saeld the
teacher translvted the meaning of vocabulony and T1% students sawd thai the teacher
disl not ask the stwdents 1o find the difficult vocabulary by themsebves. There wers
BT.5% students wha liked the method vsed by the teacher, while 12.3% students did
mot [k the teacher's method in teaching English. There were 708, stwdents said
that the tescher vsed inferesting media when teachimg English,

Classronm atmosphere

Mext wanable b abow e classvommn ammosphere. There weee 50046 students
said they liked whether they sit in a group or s# in the circle posiion, Whilks ths rest
0% snedents did not like to sit in the cimle or they never sit in the grouwp becass
their ieacher never arranged the seat The class did not kave enoogh space to amange
the et 10 the cirele or other position =0 they were in the sume position. The private
elementary schools mostly never chonge the seut posifion becouse there am many
students in a class. The pumber of the stodents” aversge 30-40 i1 makes the
clasapooim very coowded with the desk and chair.

Muterial

Bdaterial that is used in teaching also comelite with seecessful teaching and
lenrming. There were 62.5% students who saxd the teacher tasght gmmmor and
tenses, while 33% said “no” and 4% 01 students) did not answer “yes™ or “no’, Thers
wene TERY students said the tescher used clear and intercsting picture. And T0UEY,
students said the teacher wsed the cobor in the picture was ineresting. While in the
reality based on the observation they used stodent’s workbook (LKS) which is not
colorful only black and white with small pictures. Farthermore, when the researcher
ohserved in the cliss, the teocher did not use pictures ax media or wing LCD or
olleer. They just wrale down everything in Uwe whitchoard, Sa the shedents® answer
about pictures and coler seems viee versa with the realiey.

Media
Mledia is also one of the Important source in teaching, 1 can make the
explanntion more cleady and understandable, There were 67% students suid the
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teacher wsed many kinds of media, they were petures, songs, LOD ete, There were
ER" students said the teacher wis skilliul in using the media, And BB students said
that the misdi wsed mthe eaching and leaming activity was suitable sith the lessom,
[ fact, based om the observation and interview, the wse of media is very rarely usad
in the class.

Compedencey

Ome  zignificant  fagrer  that  influence  the  stedent’s  achievement s
competence. The mdividual differences con couse the succeed in learning. %0 every
studlent hie different competence in acguiring the lanpumgre, There were S0% students
said that they conld understand sructure and sentence in English while the rest 5004
students did nest understand English sentences, In addition, theve were 67% or 16
students felt difficult in learnding English and only 20% or 7 studenis said that thoy
gk mavt feel difficelt in feaming English, Furthemmee, 50% student= =aid they wers
gisily to understomd English vocabulary and the rest 50% they said that English
viosabulary was not casy o msberstand. Unforfusately, £2.5% stedents sml e the
teacher never wsaesd pames o oimprove the students” vocabulary, And there were
5% students swid that they were difficubl o remember vocabulary i English
Maoreover, T1% siudents said that they could not concentrate for a long peried when
lewrning English.

Fnding thst the most of the students coubd not remember the vocabulary
easily, it = nob surprized becuse thes result correlote with the thesey thit children
have weak momory, the storage and mecall of young leamer is not complete yet
[ Paradowski, 2008,

Furthermore, the result nlso showed thor mes of the smwdents could not
concentrate for a long time. Thie = also in liee with Paradosski {2008] statements”
theat children have a shon steenrien and concentration span, They are not able g loern
pramimatial strctures or complae sentences,

Bosed on the dete that wos taken from the, queshonnsine most of the students
gave positive responscs in teachars” performance, teaching method, clasiroom
atrsplicre. materizl, and media, Those varable mostly got good responscs. Even
thouph mast of the vamables above had podd responses. one variable {competence )
did not gel good result, This varizhle got poor result, Most of students gave negative
ANEWET B Sompetenes,

& Conclusions

From the findings i can be inforred that the students” attifude toward English
i 5D Jombang 2, Jombang 3, SDMN Kwaron 2, and SBN Cukirl have positive
attiude. They are relatively heving pood mesponse o the English vs o subpect.

They sald theey are intercsisd, happy, actove and have self confldence in
learming Englizls

The studentz” aditude a1 the process of tesching und leaming English is
meostly pood, There are six variabbes incloding the tcachers” performance, the
teaching methad, the classroom atmwosphere, the material, media and students’
competence, From the six vamabkes, ondy one vamable which showesd poor response
Students’ comptense 15 disoppointed,
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The Fast variable {competence) bas four sub-variabies, they are understanding
the meaninge strocture and sentences m English; difficulty: vocabulary;  and
concentration. These four sub-varmbles have megotive response. Most of the students
said that English & difficult. They do not understand the vocabulary and the
structune. Additionally, they said they cannot coneentrate for a long time period

Even theagh, the elemertary stwdents are happy and inerested in learning
English but sheir competenee is not ready or even mature woget (he lesson, The
tepching mnd leaming activities should be effective if the studenta feel happy,
Brmying jovfil and happines: in the class con moke activities in the class effective
becmse o prees valimble mformation processing and long-term  memiory sforape
(Hingh, 2014, p. 11-12)

In conchusion, the positive attifude that the student=” have aceording to the
findings abowve, does not influence their competence in acquiring the languape. As
menticned befre that if the sudents” have positive attitods m languge learming the
mare they atiracted in koaming the arget langoage, But this fact stated thal pesitive
attrtude dhoes not meke the students casify o leam the language. The stodents 1ke 1o
learn English but they tunk English s diffsoull

It o be mterpreted that there = something wrong in conducting the fesching
and lesrning English. May ke, it & about the method used by the teacker or the lesson
(material) is not quitable for the elementary studerts. Chodijah added (20012) that
English in elementary school i= simple, easy and fun, to prow the students" kappiness
and reakvee that there is 2 forenm lanpusgs thet can be wsed s an altemative of
communication but the clementary English teacher uses book from the private
putblislbeer anad e Ghjective of learniing Explsh at clementary school & different foom
the goal 50 it makes the bunden.

Therefore, the government should make a guide ar curriculum of English
language teaching in elementary school se that the teacher will not teach unmelaied
material which s not appropriste with elementary students” intellectual development,
Futhermore, the teocher hos 0 o= indersting teching method, media and book in
teaching English.
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